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PRESS RELEASE
For immediate release 13" January 2012

DOCTOR FACES PROSECUTION FOR GROSS NEGLIGENCE
MANSLAUGHTER OVER DEATH IN POLICE CUSTODY

10 am Monday, 16th January, 2012 at Southwark Crown Court, 1 English Grounds, off
Tooley Street, London SE1 2HU

The trial of Dr Hisham El-Baroudy for causing the death of Andrzej Rymarzak in police custody is due
to begin on Monday, 16 January 2012 at Southwark Crown Court.

Mr Andrzej Rymarzak died of opiate and alcohol intoxication at Chelsea police station, London,
early in the morning on 22 January 2009 . He was examined hours earlier by Dr El-Baroudy, who
certified that he was fit to be detained.

The prosecution allege that Dr El-Baroudy, who was a former Forensic Medical Examiner, owed Mr
Rymarzak a duty of care and was grossly negligent.

Deborah Coles, co-director of INQUEST, said:

This death raises serious questions about the quality of medical care afforded people in police
custody and the inappropriate use of police cells for those who require proper levels of care and
supervision. The disturbing number of deaths in police custody of those under the influence of
drugs and alcohol highlights the pressing need for alternatives to custody for this vulnerable

group.
Mr Rymarzak’s family said:

We are very distressed by the circumstances of Andrzej’s death. We feel that he was treated as if
he was less than human and not given the basic care that any person deserves.

Notes to editors:
The Rymarzak family will not be making any comment to the media during the course of the criminal trial.

In its 2010 report Deaths in or following police custody: An examination of the cases 1998/99-2008/09 the Independent
Police Complaints Commission found that over the eleven year period 1998/99 to 2008/09 the majority of deaths in
police custody were linked to alcohol or drugs, with both factors featuring in between 60% and 80% of the deaths. The
report recommended that the Home Office and Department of Health should pilot alternative facilities for intoxicated
people with access to medical provision, with a view to developing a national scheme. The report can be found at
http://www.ipcc.gov.uk/en/Pages/deathscustodystudy.aspx.

INQUEST provides a general telephone advice, support and information service to any bereaved person facing an
inquest and a free, in-depth complex casework service on deaths in custody/state detention or involving state agents and
works on other cases that also engage article 2 of the ECHR and/or raise wider issues of state and corporate
accountability. INQUEST's policy and parliamentary work is informed by its casework and we work to ensure that the
collective experiences of bereaved people underpin that work. Its overall aim is to secure an investigative process that
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treats bereaved families with dignity and respect; ensures accountability and disseminates the lessons learned from the
investigation process in order to prevent further deaths occurring.

Please refer to INQUEST the organisation in all capital letters in order to distinguish it from the legal hearing.
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