
"Oakington Reception Centre will strengthen our ability to deal quickly with 
asylum applications, many of which prove to be unfounded. In addition to the 
existing detention criteria, applicants will be detained at Oakington where it 
appears that their application can be decided quickly, including those which may 
be certified as manifestly unfounded. Oakington will consider applications from 
adults and families with children, for whom separate accommodation is being 
provided, but not from unaccompanied minors. Detention will initially be for a 
period of about seven days to enable applicants to be interviewed and an initial 
decision to be made. Legal advice will be available on site. 

If the claim cannot be decided in that period, the applicant will be granted 
temporary admission or, if necessary in line with existing criteria, moved to 
another place of detention. If the claim is refused, a decision about further 
detention will similarly be made in accordance with existing criteria. Thus, 
detention in this latter category of cases will normally be to effect removal or 
where it has become apparent that the person will fail to keep in contact with the 
Immigration Service." 
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